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said by Sewall, but she says nothing. A single letter
which her husband preserves in his Letter Book alone
remains; but that shows her a matronly, broad-
hearted, sensible English woman, and she bore her
husband eleven children. Sewall says, "She saw
rue when I tpok my degree, and set her affection
on me, though I knew nothing of it till after our
marriage." (Being a woman, very likely not.) She
was an heiress, and brought her husband a powerful
family connection; and as Sewall was himself well-
bred, the lines from the start had fallen to him in
pleasant places. He became and remained a repre-
sentative Bostonian of the higher rank all his life.

Sewall would naturally seemed destined for the
ministry, and had indeed preached on occasion, and
was urged by the clergy to ordination and a parish.
He tells us that, on one occasion, preaching for his
old schoolmaster, Rev. Mr. Parker, " Being afraid to
look on the glass, ignorantly and unwillingly I stood
two hours and a half/' An hourglass stood on the
pulpit, which the sexton sometimes turned, while
some probably yawned. But his marriage, with his
wife's property and the care of his own, seem to
have driven him into business, though all his life
he shows his theological training and a bias towards
the clerical profession. John Hull was now old, and
he seems to have turned over his business corre-
spondents to Sewall. Both his Diary and his Letter
Book show him very soon exporting and importing-
with the rest. For, next to God, trade seems to
have had most attraction for the thrifty Puritan, and.e
